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COORDINATED RESOURCE MANAGEMENT PLAN
~ FOn TilE i

EAST BRANCH of the NORTH FORK FEA 1HER RIVEf1

IN17l0DUCTION:

The Enst Bnwch of the Nn"rth Fork Feather Rivcr (EHNrrR) OHJ.ulinaCcd neSHlIj 'e Mnnngcmeut (CRM) Plan comprises the 163l)(K) ncrc gengn'l)hica' l!rea upstream rn m

connuence of Spanish and II1d1all Creeks as shown in Fiiure I. This 1IIII1d is divided i. to
the following ownership pattern: I

,

Nntionnl Furest
Ourem. of Lund Munngemcnt
1nc.llIstrinl Timber
Nou-indu!ltrial Till1her
Agricultural
Other
Other

&

Private
Public

OBJECTIVES:GOALS

The CRM Plan objectives lire to maintain. urotect. Hnd improvc. Wh
.er~ possible. wafer.

qunlily 8mJ quantity 111 the EBNI'FR. .. I

It will he the goal of this CRM Plan to optimize the I~nerjcial uses o[ the waters o[ h~
EBNFFH.. These heneficiHI uses ure: domestic, municipal. ugl'iculilimi. and indust ial
supply; Ix)wer genenltion; recreation; uesthetic enjoyment; navigation; und prescrva-ttiun I 1d
enhancement of fish, wildlife, ami other nquatic resources.

The CI~M ~~II emphasize ec.lu~tion to I)r~vent rllt~trc wuter (!lmlit~ . lIegra~luti(~n of l lC EUNrl'R. I he CRM GrollI' will c()()penlt&velY'de-'Hgn and nSStSt wtlh fnmhng fur Wit cr

qUl.lity improvement projects to ul>ale water qllulity degradation in the EIJNrFR.
I ] ~

ISSUES" CONCERNS: ! ::., ~.~

The following issues and concerns were identified during the plullnin, process.

Con(;e rns

1. The public and regul~'tory J'gencies may confuse erosion .\11"'.fJIOIIU with emS rMI CtllUt:.f. The result could he Ihl!t Ihe public and regulutory aglCncles wnultl bact Ie

t<xlay's, lundowners for one huau.'red years of cumUhhtVe wulershe(j damage.

f
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,a.

~

Issues

Excessive sedi~entation to downstream reservoirs
Desertification of riparian, meadow, and range lands

L
2-
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4.
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6.

7.

8.

9.
19..
11.
12-
13-
14.
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16-

17.
18.

19.
20.

Quality of irrigation return flows
Alteration of stream morphology
Lack of riparian vegetation and unstable streambeds and banksEconomic and community Itability .

Overgrazing
Degradation of fish and wikHife habitat
Walker Mine pollution
Landowner rights
Gravel extraction from streams
Environmental awareness
Implementation funds
Sufficient knowledge to implement correction measures
Access to private land
Improved agric\,1ltural production .
Degradation of water quality
Loss of agricultural land
Recreation
Aesthetics

~I
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MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT (MOA):
i

The Memorandllm of Agreemenl regarding a reaional erosion control pI~n for the EBNF
watershed, hereto attached as Appendix A shall becOme a party of thfs CRM Plan. e
MOA's purposes, objectives, and responsibilities shaJl become a part, !but not necessar Iy
a whole, of the purposes or objectives of this CRM Plan.

MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING (MOU): I
I
i

The following MOU's shall be attached to this CRM Plan as referej'

Al1pendix B. Memorandum of Understanding for Cool!dinated
Management as signed by: ~

Bureau of Land Management
u.s. Forest Service

I

Appendix C. Memorandum of Understanding for l dinated Management in California as signed by:

Bureau of Land Management
Soil Conservation Service
California Association of Conservation Districts i

V.C. Cooperative Extension I

Department of Conservation I
I

Department of Forestry and Fire Protection
U.sD.A. Forest Seavice, Resion V
Department of Fish and Game
State Lands Commission
Agricultural Stabilization and Conservation Service
Department of Food and Agriculture
Department of Water Resources

It makes sense to cooperate on accomplishing shared goa15.
No ONE of lIS is as SmtlTt as ALL of us,
Sharing our different experiences is a powerful tool for proble~ solving,
disagree, maybe we haven't analyzed the problem and alii possible
thoroughly - not only from our point of view but from other points of view.
Blaming someol1e else doesn'l solve a problem. I

Science and Education Administration Extension,
Association of Conservation Districts

CRM GROUND RULES FOR COORDINATION:

1.
~

3.
It is important to understand the past to understand our future possibilities. Je
are interested in whDt happened rather than who did it. Pointi~g fingers does +

Resourfe

as cndoJ'Sed by the N8tiotl

rrRcsou.

(-'

I

Wben~
soJutiof1s
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4.

S.

6.

CRM ROLES d: MEMBERSHIP:

Executive Committee

project imple.

Stccrina Cornrow

The Steering Committee wHl meet at least semi-annuaHy.

Ejnance Su1x:omm~ - identifies - ---

aids in the preparation of funding applications

The Finance Subcommittee wHi be made up of one member each from:
Department of Fish and Game
~partmcnt of Forestry and Fire Protection

4

all participants, even win-win so]utions. may never

~

nua1ly.semi-an

~
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Department of Water Resources
Indian-American Valley Resource Conservation District,
North Cal-Neva Resource Conservation and Development Area
Pacific Gas and Electric Company
Plumas Corporation
Plumas County
Soil Conservation Service
U.sD.A Forest Service

of this subcommittee will be chosen annuaJly

Technical Review Subcommittees - interdisciplinary teams
expertise, field evaluation, and coordination; analyzes the
identifies and defines objectives and alternatives; arrives at recommendati
are acceptable to the CRM Executive Committee, the Steering Committ~
participating landowners; prepares required environmental documenl
specific projects when necessary, including cumulative watershed effects

The chairpersons of these subcommittees will be appointed by
Committee. Members for each subcommittee will be selected: by the
of that subcommittee as needed.

Review Subcommittees wiD meet as needed.

Indian-American VaUa-Resource Conservation ~rectors a~
Indian Valley. American Va~icrra Val.k<y. andjdeadow Valle<)' LawJowners -
identity projects'through local contacts. The I-ARCD refers potential projects to the
Steering Committee for technical assistance and funding, and oversees the
implementation of projects approved by the Executive Committee in a tiR141y
manner, meeting project specifICations within budget constraints. 1

.
Plumas Corporatign - provides overalJ cOordination of CRM Plan and Proj.
Coordinator; provides general guidance during implementation of each project.

The Coordinator:
(1) FUNcrlONS AS A CLEARINGHOUSE for griping, blaming, rumors, ~
about hidden motives or agendas, etc. The coordinator can air these
anonymously so that they are "on the table" with minimum personal risk .
repercussions to participanu.

The chairperson
members.

The Finance Subcommittee will meet as needed.

The Technical

I

the
ct

:r

,.



I

(2) PREVENTS "GROUP THINK" by ensuring that new ideas and perspecti\1J
continue to cbaUeole the group. ~irda of a feathe"" do not necessarily make the
best decisions.

(3) PREVENTS "GANG WARFARE" by preventing groups from ganging up dn
individuals or other groupi who don't share their views. Ensures that all views ~
issues have an equal opportunity to be heard and evaluated. I

I

(4) ENSURES 1HAT THE GROUP IS PROVIDBD wm-I AS MANY OmONS
AS POSSIBLE BEFORE A DECISION IS MADE. The more choices the grot"
has, the more pouible a win-win, cooperative solution becomes. The coordinator
ensures that tbe group takes the time it needs to make a well informed decision.

(5) COORDINATES LOGISTICS where the group determin~ that group effor1s
are more productive and desirable than individual efforts. I

I

Sienatorici - The signerl of the EBNFFR CRM Plan will be the same as the MOA
signatories, except that each organization's signing representutive will be .
individual who is close to the operational level. At. any time during the

~"

orpnizations repreaentinclocai community and special interests may petition «
Executive Committee to become sianatories to the EBNFFR CRM Plan. I

. I
,

CRM ORGANlZA170NAL STRUCIVRE (Elure 2): ;

In ..nen~ IS the projectJ are identified and developed by the I-ARCD, projects a~
referred to the Steering Committee for review and funding. During this review proca$,
prospective projects are lent to the Technical Review Subcommittee for environmental a~
technical review and to the Finance Subcommittee for identification of funding sources.:

If funding is available; environmental documents are prepared by the Technical Review
Committee. Once the project bas cleared both the Technical Review and F'manct
Subcommittees, it is lent beck to the Steering Committee for final review. The Steering
Committee forwards the project with its recommendations to the Executive Committee f(T
final approval. The Executive Committee will notify the I-ARCD and the Steering
Committee that the project has been approved. It will be the I-ARCD's assignment to
implement the project al app~ with .-.tance from the Steering Committee anct
overall coordination beinl provided from Plumu Corporation.-

On all levels of the project development proceas, decisions will be mnde by unanimollJ
agreement or consensus. Projects failing to achieve consensus will be referred to the
Steering Committee and the I-ARCD for reviUon or deferral until unanimous agreemenl
is reached on all issues and concerns associated with the project.

~
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rA~IClPARTSI.
~,1. is. He.orandu. of Aare..ent, by and between Alricultural

tlon and Conservation Service, hereinafter referred to a. -ASCS", . C411tor !nia Depart.ant. of Fish and C..., hereinafter referred to .a .corande-

California Department of Fore.try and FIre Protection, hereinafte

referred to a. .CDF"; California Depart.ent of TransportatIon, herelO8fte

referred ~o a. .Caltrans8; CalifornIa aellonal Vater Quality Contro

Board, Valley aesion. hereinafter referred to as

A8erlcan a..ource Conservation Di8trict, hereinafter

8I.A ICD"; Cas and "Electric eo.pany, 8 CalifornIa

hereinafter to a. .PCandE"; PIU88s CorporatIon; Plu.a.

referred to as .County"; the Plu.as Nattonal

of Asricultura, Forest Sarvice, hereinafter

Conservation Service, Unitad State. Depart..nt

referred to.. "SCS"; U.S. Aray Corps of Enalnears

referred to as .Corps"; and U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

referred to .. "USF'VS,"

Central
Valley

Pacific
referred

.hereinafter
State. Depart.ent
as .USfS.; SolI
ture, hereinafter
hereinafter
here lnafur

u.. PURPOSE

The purpose of this, HeMOrandun of Agree..nt
lines for coordinated resource .ana nt
participants In an effort to reduce erosion
Feather River (NFFR) watershed.

Ill. R!CITALI

In the East 8ranch MFFR
re.ource.. land yalue8.

A. Erosion
natural
hydroelectric resources.

The Rock Creek and Cr..ta Re.ervoirs of PCandE's
hydroelectric develo,-ent (FERC Project No. 1962) on
accumulated an ..ti..ted 6-7 .11110n cubic yards of
their co~le~lon In 1950, r..ultlnlln operational and
concerns.

..,

The accumulation of .edi.ent in the Rock Creek and Cresta Reservoir
1. larcely a result of both natural and ..n-induced ero.ion in th
Ea.t Branch MYFR vatershed.

There Is a con.ensus a80n& land and resource 8anage.ent agencies whoa
jurisdiction extend. to .anase.ent of erosion vi thin the 1,000 sq~ar
.11. East Branch NFFR vaterahed that there 1. a need for
coaprehenslve ero.Jon control plan In this ba.ln.

c.

-..-

St.bllh.~

.CRWQC8-; Indian
referred to a

corporation
COtmty

Forest I Unite
rererred t

of Agrlcul

(HOA) is to establish AUide
~aDd planning (CRKP) al8O"l th

in the last Branch North For

watershed is
81dcultural

~

Rock Creek-Crest
the NFf1t hav
sedhHnts sine

envlron.enta



IV. 9IJECTIVES

The

A.

obJ.~t1ve. of the parties d&nlns this KOA are: :,i'J

Identify 8ource. of erosion in the East Iranch NFFR vaterahad that 1 r.

resulting in the degradation of the vater.hed.

cooperative
watershed.

.. Develop
Branch

.
NFFR

0.81&n, fund, and
coat-.ffective.

c.

Accomplish the above in a .anner that wll1 protect ~tural
envlrot1l8ental values, agricultural productivity, and land

D.

CoordinateE. the nec...ary studi.. and tapl..entation
agencle. and private landowners and organlz.tlons,

cooperation and participation as appropriate.
public
the 1 r

A.sure that planned erosion control projects are c~st-effectlve Jor
the contributors fundin, the projecta. 1

r.

v. .~SPONSIIILITJIS

na. parti.. aar.. to the following r..pona1bll1tle. 1ft order to ach!..the above objectiv..: .

A. A&~icultural Stabilization and Con..rYatlon Service

1.. Provide cost-shared fund. to pri.ate landowner.
sedl.ent control practices and vater conservation
tural Conservation Practices, Lonl-T.r. Alre...nt.,
e.try Incentives Prolra., if fea.ible,

California Depart..nt of Fish and G...I.
Provide result. of previous .tudie. on .ed18entatlon .in the E~st
.ranch NFFR watershed.

1.

Conduc~ or partlcipat. In additional .ediaentatlon
f.a.ible.

Provide fundins source. for stre.. restoration and erosion cont 01
on Federal lands within the wat.nhed through the Sykes Act nd
the Dingle-Johnson Stre.. and tak. Iaprov,..nt Act. if ~.a.lbl.

.trea. resto a-
and layout of

I.

3.

4. Partlclpat. In
tion activit!..,
.tructur...

5. A.s1st in ...kins potentlallabor sources,
nia Cons.rvation Corps, conservation ca8p

plan for the ,.t

.-.sure. wh~re

resion.1 ero.lon con~r.l

controltllpl...nt ero.ion

v.th
obt~ln

.r

J....erosion
through A&rlc~l-

and the F,r-

on

+nstudies,

po..lb1-
d..l,n.

analyzlnl
includlnl

"..,.loplf1&
81tlnl.

and
the

Includlna the cauf t r.
crews adalnistered by



the California Youth Authority and California Depart..nt of C.
rccllons, and heavy aquipaent operatIon by CalIfornia Matio
Guard Englneerinc Battalions.

input to the develop88nt of. Region.l Erosion ContProvide
Plan.

..",

f. Participate in evaluatins fish population. before and after 18p
nentatlon of ~roslon control project..

8. Enforce provisions of the Plan
authorized in the Fish and Ga8e Code, including Section 5650
inl with pollutants, including .edl.ent under certain chc'
stances, .nd Section 1603 dealing with atrea8bed .lterationA, 8'

gravel extraction, d.. construction, etc.

Expedite the issuance Df COr.nde per81ts .s necessary for eros
control projects.

..
~t~

to. Participate In follow-up studies
.Lon control project. on aquatic

California Departaent of For..tryc.
.1. Provide coat.sharins

Forest l*prove..nt
ins site preparation
due to such thins- ..
including erosion
zation of abandoned
ties for the purpose

:.~ c

,.

Assist In raisins private la~dovn.r.'
funding under the above cost-sharing program.

resulting in erosIon on private la
Z'berJINecedly Forest Practices Act

Regulate.lossins activities
under the provision. of the
1973.

California Oepartaent of Transportation

1. Provide input to the d8veloptMnt of
Plan.

2.

D.

Ensure that state road construction and --lntenance practices
consider, where rea.onable and practical, ~'e provisions of
R.glol~l Erosion Control Plan.

California Vater Quality Control IoardI.

1. Provide results of studi.s
East Branch MYFR vatershed.

~ ..
'.. Proyide input to the develo,..nt of

Pien.

~

a-IIOft.l ControlErosion

ofeffects
resources.

to 8onitor the
and terrestrial

If f.aalble, through the Callfor
proar.. fot practic.s on private lands, lncl

andp18ntlna of trees on understocked 1
wildfire.; and forestland conservatl

control, reve.etat1on, road closure and stabl
roadbeds, and 18prov..ent of drainage facl

of reducln& .oil erosion and .edi.entation

fundlns.

interest 1n applying

~

Erosiona.,loaal.

Reslonal Ero.ion.



Provide for regulation of point and non-point sourc. di.Charl.."3.
appropriate.

Indian-A8erican Valley aesouree

1. Prioritize SCS tl.e and

iaple..ntatlon.

Provide Input: 'to

Plan.

F.

G.

t..:.

Pacific Ca. and Electric C08pany

1. Develop a 8tudy plan to lather
10nl tar. Re&lonat Ero.ion Control

Identification of the sources of .edt.ents 1n the

Reservoir.

Surveys to deter8ine the volu.e of .edi.entsin the
and other downstre.. re.ervoirs.

Sa.pIing and analy.i. of
istics of the ..di_nts.

Develop88nt of a co8puter
the East Iraneh NFFR vatershed
.ents and to forecast the
the future.

I.ple_nt a
Branch RFFR

saaplins and 8Onitorina pro!ram for the E8~t
watershed to provide strea.flow and ..dl.. t

transport da~ in order to verify the coaputer .odel and ..-
sure the effectiveness o~ ero.ion control efforts.

the partie. of the MOA 1n the
81W fundin! of erosion control projects
benefit. in reduction of the volU8e of

hydroelectric facilitie. down.trea. can
where .uch participation i. not inconsist

hydroelectric licen.es.

'1. Participate with
cost: evaluation,
cost effective
i.pactin, peandE'8
de.onstrated. and
with PCandE'. federal

Corporation

For8Ulat8 prop9s.l8

Seek fundine for

II.

erosion control p~oject..

control projects.

and lapl...ntation

Award and administer contract. for .rosion
includlna con8truction. bol\din&. It\8urance. and

Coordinate
projects.

4.

ConserVation Dlltrlct

resources toward watershed study .~

the develop..nt of .

information needed to

Plan. Includlnl:

the phY8ic81 and ch..ical

8Odel of the sedl..nC
to identify .ources

.ediment voluaes to be

"t

for

ero.ion

d.sl.ln

~.

of ero.ion cont,olthe

control proJ.c~..
docU88ntation. I

.s.



,reJect,

I

Participate In the develop8ent, 18ple8entatlon, and enlorc...nt
the Reslonal Erosion Control Plan.

Enlist participation by privata landowners In the davelop.ant a
iaple.entation of erosion control proJacts.

Enlist support froa .PlUNa. Corporation- to pro.ida rasourca. f r
ero~lon control project develop88nt, .anaseaent. .nd l.,la.ent-
tion in PlUtus County.

Seek re.ource. for erosion control projects throulh the CO88Uftl y
Develop..nt Cod8isslon. Includlns California Conse~atlon Co~.

the Ea t

i
j
I

vb.nI

Enlist 8upport trOta local landowners for erosion control

including acquisitIon of riches-or-entry.

Acquire 811 nece..ary per81t. fer ero.ion control projects.6.

P1....

1.

.1. County

fundingProvide
Conservation D18trlct,

2.

).

4.

5.

crew.

The Forest Service

1. Provide r.sults of prevIous studie. on .edt.entation In
Branch NFFR watershed.

Conduct or participate in additional .edt.entatIon
feasible.

t.

~.

-=.

funding for
when avanable.

Provide
land,

Pro" ide

erosion

Provide

Conduct
other
and
proSr.....

input to the develop88nt
control projects.

technical advice on .edl..nt ...pIing/analysis.5.

6. concUtloo

J. Assist on ero,ion
Ea.t Branch

t. Provide
tures. use

Provide input to the development of
Plan.

technical
of .at.rials, and

9.

v.t~rCounty Flood Control andthrou~h the Ph....
lf feasible.

~f

studies,

erosioa control projects on National Forert

ofand 8OpHorin, de~tr.ti

cooperation w{
Branch -If'

erosion contr 1

as fe.slble,
vatershed.

infontatlon

8urvey.,
for the

8urvey

ttewithinoncontrol project.
watershed.NFFR

of 8tr\l f - ...t:erhl .

Contr 1

on d..llft .nd pl.c...nt
8ource. of rlprap or other

...I..tance

a.llonal Erosion.
t



10. Enforce
National

provhlon8
For.at

Expedite ,the issuance of USFS peraits 88 nece..arY for ero81
1control projects on National For.st lands.

11.

Participate in follow-up studies to evaluate the effectlv.ne..

ierosion control projects.
12.

SolI Conservation Service1(.

Provide r..ult. of prevlou. .tudie. on erosion
in the East Branch NFFR watershed.

'1.

:1.

:,-.
,
I

I

+

'4.

'I.

Conduct
studi..,

or p.rtlclHt:.
vben f...lbl..

PartIcIpate .In the identification of 80urces of .8dI..nt8

watershed.

Provide technical a.sistance to private landowners on erosIon a

sedl..nt control practice.. .

Provide a..istance 1n obtalnlnl cost-shared funds for privet
landowner. throulh Public Law 5'6 and/or the Resource Con.ervatl

and D.velop88nt Prolra..

Provide qualified technical persoanel fr08 tbe .ta~.. area.
field office. to assl.t with the develop.ent and 1.ple..ntatlon

,',

7.

18.

eros1on control projects and a

Participate 1n follov.up .tud!e. to evaluate the effectiveness
ero.ion control project. on private lands.

Participate in this HOA to the extent annually .ppro~.d by the Ii'

ac..

U.S. Ara, Corp. of Enllneer.L.

H.

Provide input to the d8v81op88nt of . a.alona1
Plan.

1.

Expedite the ,rocesslna of Corp. peraits .s necessary for
struction of erosion control f.cllitie. in vaters of the

Section 404 of the Clean Vater Act.
.

2.

underStat..
Flah

Provide
Plan.

and Wildlife Serviceu.s.
input to the develop88nt of. a8alonal Iro.lon Cont~,l1..

A..l.t in the davelopaent end 18pleaentatlon. .s USF&WS
and ..npower allows I of 8Onltorlnl 8tuclh.s to evaluate the

of erosion con~rol proJec~s on aquatic and terrestrial

t.

theof
hnds.

t

..dl_nt&tIJand

additional erosion ..,d .edl..nt.tlo~.In

In
cbfa

I

Plan.ae,ional Iroaion Control

f

Ero.ion CoDtr~l

the CO~.

Unlt~

fundlJg
.ff.c~.,

r..ourc..i

.~..



'I. GERRAI. PROVISIONS

Each end every provi8ion of this Hemorendu. of Alr...ent 18 8ubJect
.11 applIcable Federal and State lav. and re&ulatlons.

A.

8. Nothing 1n this
1nl any party to

appropriations.

C.

D.

shall
to be

Parti..
consider

Any a..nd8ent hereto or to the plans 81reed to hereunder, ahall be
vrit!nl. ..y be proposed by 8ny party, 8nd shall become effective
approval by all parties to the specific plan.

I. Any party "Y propose the .termlnation of this
60 day. written notice to the other parties.
b.co.. effective upon mutual agree..nt by all

Any party ..y withdraw fro. thL. alre...nt by providing
to all the other parti.. of the intent to withdraw 60
of the effective withdrawal date. The wl.thdrawal
parti.. do.. not alter the eff.ctivene.. of this

r..ainins partie..

F.

o. Parti.. .a1

8Sr ntAgree..ent

.
, ~

'>:' .,
, .,
:. ;
,'; 4

J

1

Hemorandua
the

be required to providenot
proprietary.

to this 8Jree..nt by th8ir
c0881t..nt to the objectiv..

with the Caneral Provisions.

~
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P. O. 801( 601
"eo 8LU'" '6080
,t") U7.65:1O

Au&ust 26, 1987

Hr. Laur~nce II. Carver
Land DepartJlent
Pacific Gas and Electric Co.pany
77 Beale Street, Ron 11-2025
San Francisco, CA 94106

Dear Hr. Carver:

The Northern District of the Depart~nl of Water Resources (DWR) will partie!
pate "With ollter State. Federal, and local "ceucles. as ~ell as people (..-011 t
private sector. in identi fyinc erosion probleMS and deve J opinr; cooperat he
erosion control procrams in the [ast Branch "orth Fork Feather River. As
District Chief, I will be sicninc the HellOranduII of Acree.ent. The fol10'l1n&
DNR responsibilities should be incorporated:

8. Provide input to the development of a Recion.l Erosion Control Plan.

b. Assist with obtainina funds lor erosion control projects.

c. Provide results fr~ studies ot tishery and recreation resources of
Creek and the East Branch North fork Feather River.

If you have any questions, please phone Dick Lan.Un at (91(,) 521-6530,
~tens1on 3S 7.

Sincerely.

f:!. 7. ~~~
Northern District

~~~
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