Big Flat Maintenance Progress Report
Plumas County Resource Advisory Committee

22 April 2005
Narrative:
The Big Flat Maintenance Project, funded through the Plumas County RAC, was constructed in July 13-15, 2004.  The intent of the project was to modify a design error in the original project constructed in 1995.  The design necessitated raising the base level of the channel through the entire meadow.  The project was constructed by Kingdon Backhoe, Inc. of Indian Valley.   

This was accomplished by using small rock/gravel from a nearby USFS quarry on Stony Ridge.  This material was placed on each riffle in the meadow to bring the riffle elevation up to within 9” of the meadow surface.  Approximately 70 loads (10 yds3/load) were used for the work.  The meadow was firm enough to bring the rock directly to each riffle, where is was received/worked by the excavator.   A total of 37 riffle features were constructed with this method.  All existing sod in the riffle locations was removed prior to filling and re-incorporated into the margins of the riffle.  Re-vegetation (willow staking) work is planned for mid-May with Danielle Banchio’s the Quincy High School Environmental Class.  Post-project monitoring will be completed in August, 2005.
The attached photos indicate the channel/ floodplain connection achieved with the treatment.  This was the first time that this particular technique has been used.  This appears to be a cost-effective, low impact tool for channels that have only moderate downcutting/lateral erosion.  Qualitative monitoring will continue to track the long-term efficacy/resilience to the work.
Photo #1. Pre-project Condition:
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Photo #2. Post-project 4/2005
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Photo #3. Post-project w/transplants:
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Photo #4. Post-project 4/2005 w/transplants:
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	Total Project Cost:
	RAC:  $15,500
	Match: $9,500

	
	Previously Reported
	This Quarter
	Balance

	RAC
	$0
	$12,885
	$2,615

	Match
	$0
	$8,500
	$1,000


